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Handout 26a: Sequencing events activity – Macbeth

	
	Enter 3 witches
	
	‘Fair is foul
Foul is fair.’
	Macbeth defeats the 
rebels


	
	
	
	
	

	‘Brave Macbeth – well 
he deserves that name –’
	Macbeth and Banquo 
meet the three 
witches.
	
	‘All hail, Macbeth, 
that shalt be King 
hereafter.’
	Duncan makes Macbeth 
the Thane of Cawdor.

	
	
	
	
	

	‘Stars hide your fires; let 
not light see my black
 and deep desires.’
	Lady Macbeth reads 
the letter from Macbeth.
	
	‘too full of the milk of 
human kindness.’
	Duncan arrives at 
Macbeth’s castle.


	
	
	
	
	

	‘This castle hath a 
pleasant seat.’
	Lady Macbeth accuses 
Macbeth of cowardice.
	
	‘I dare do all that 
may become a man.’
	Macbeth reflects on 
killing the king.

	
	
	
	
	

	‘that but this blow 
might be the be all 
and the end all here’
	The Macbeths 
prepare to murder 
Duncan.
	
	‘Is this a dagger 
that I see before 
me …’
	Lady Macbeth washes 
the blood off their 
hands.

	
	
	
	
	

	‘A little water clears 
us of this deed.’
	Macbeth starts to 
feel pangs of guilt.
	
	‘To know my deed, 
‘twere best not 
know myself.’
	Malcolm and Donalbain 
flee.


	
	
	
	
	

	‘There’s daggers in 
men’s smiles.’
	Violent weather 
reflects 
the violent deeds.
	
	‘Dark night 
strangles the 
travelling lamp.’
	Macbeth’s guilt and 
anxiety increase


	
	
	
	
	

	‘To be thus is nothing, 
but to be safely thus.’
	One of the murderers 
reports that Banquo’s 
son Fleance escaped.
	
	‘Then comes my fit 
again.’
	Banquo’s ghost 
appears at the feast.


	
	
	
	
	

	‘This is the very 
painting 
of your fear.’
	Macbeth revisits the 
witches.
	
	‘for none of woman 
born shall harm 
Macbeth.’
	Guilt drives Lady 
Macbeth to madness.


	
	
	
	
	

	‘Unnatural deeds do 
breed unnatural 
troubles.’
	Macbeth learns of his 
wife’s death.
	
	Tomorrow and 
tomorrow, and 
tomorrow …’
	Enemies encircle 
Macbeth.


(Adapted from work produced by the English department at Mexborough School, Mexborough) 
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